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New wine into old bottles 
Circumpolar research and international cooperation in 

the 21st century 
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Department of Health, Greenland 
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/ 

Main purpose of workshop: 

To alleviate the risk of bursting bottles 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/
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1. Research using Greenland as a laboratory 

2. Research to improve health in Greenland  
 
one type is welcome ….. one type maybe less so 

Two types of research in Greenland 
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• Goodwill 

Greenland is a country in itself and Danish researchers are visitors/foreigners 

• Infrastructure and staff 

The hospitals and health centres are usually pleased to assist researchers – on 

a collaborative basis and with reimbursement of expenses 

• Population 

There is a competition for research participants; the total Inuit population is 

about 50,000 and signs of research fatigue are beginning to show 

• Absorption of results 

Don’t propose solutions to health problems unless you are 100% familiar with 

the Greenland context (which you are probably not) 

• Rules and regulations 

The research ethical system is different from that of Denmark. All research has 

to be endorsed by the Research Ethical Committee for Greenland (Det 

videnskabsetiske udvalg for Grønland) and the Danish Datatilsynet 

Local resources are not unlimited 



Objective three 

Need to set research priorities 

And it needs to be set by the right people [?] 

And not just by academics dropped in from 

the ivory tower 

Take back the research agenda 

And focus it 
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Health priorities 
Inuuneritta and more… 

• Living conditions of children and youth 

• Mental health, suicide prevention 

• Alcohol and drugs 

• Smoking 

• Diet and physical activity 

• Equal access to quality health care 
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Data and plans (i) 

Data Year N 

Mortality register 1968-2010 17,919 

Health Behaviour in School-

aged Children 
1994-2010 12,710 

Inuit Cohort Study 2004-2010 6750 

• Population surveys 1993-1994 1728 

1999-2001 4061 

2005-2010 3253 

Mother/child cohorts 1999-2005 403 (+600) 

Youth surveys 2004; 2010 508; 440 
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Data and plans (ii) 

Research project Stage 

Register follow-up of existing cohorts ongoing 

Identification of disease loci associated with common 

metabolic disorders 
ongoing 

POPs and immune function ongoing 

Clinical follow-up of existing cohorts planning 

HBSC follow-up funded 

Childhood conditions, social transition and health inequity fundraising 

Resilience in youth fundraising 

Validation of diagnoses of cardiovascular disease and 

diabetes in registers 
fundraising 

Suicide intervention waiting 

Evaluation of health care reform waiting 
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International cooperation & more 
 

 

 

• Grønlandsmedicinsk Selskab 

• International Union for Circumpolar Health 

 

 

 

 

• Circumpolar Health Research Network 

o International Journal of Circumpolar Health 



Grønlandsmedicinsk Selskab: www.gmsnet.dk 

 

 

Circumpolar Health Research Network: circhnet.org/ 

 

 

International Journal of Circumpolar Health: 

www.circumpolarhealthjournal.net/index.php/ijch 
 

http://www.gmsnet.dk/
http://circhnet.org/
http://www.circumpolarhealthjournal.net/index.php/ijch

